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Exposition

	
A

	
Excellent:
· Demonstrates excellent understanding of the pertinent philosophical views, ideas, and arguments
· Gives an accurate exposition and interpretation of the pertinent philosophical texts or views, providing textual support where appropriate
· Fully explains key philosophical ideas and distinctions in an illuminating way, using your own words, examples, and descriptions  


	
A/B

	
· Mostly demonstrates excellent understanding of the philosophical material, but an important idea relevant to your paper could be explained more fully, more clearly, or more in your own words


	
B

	
Competent:
· Solid exposition, clearly written for the most part, engages with relevant texts, no major misunderstandings
· Some notable mistakes or omissions in exposition
· Some areas of your exposition could be explained more fully, clearly, or more in your own words
· Writing could be more sophisticated or insightful


	
B/C

	
· Somewhat solid exposition, but there is at least one major misunderstanding of an important philosophical idea or argument, or multiple areas in which you fail to explain important ideas in detail


	
C

	
Inadequate:
· There are major misunderstandings or omissions in your exposition
· Exposition is significantly unclear or incoherent in multiple places
· Exposition relies too much on quotations rather than your own words
· Exposition fails to engage with texts


	
D/F

	
Seriously inadequate:
· Little to no attempt to explain, in your own words, important ideas and arguments relevant to the paper
· Explanations of others’ ideas are largely inaccurate or incoherent
· No serious effort








Argument

	
A

	
Excellent:
· Presents clear, strong, well-developed arguments in support of a clear, well-defined thesis
· Thoroughly anticipates and rebuts significant objections or counterarguments
· Original and insightful
· Narrowly focused and deep arguments, rather than overly broad and superficial


	
A/B

	
· Borderline excellent but contains a significant flaw or two listed below


	
B

	
Competent:
· Makes a moderately strong case for a clearly defined thesis
· Gives some consideration to important objections but could do a better job
· Some points of argument require stronger defense
· Argument could be more original or insightful
· Argument may be too broad and not deep or detailed enough
· Some points may be unclear, inconsistent, or implausible


	
B/C

	
· Argument is somewhat competent but also significantly flawed in some of the ways listed below


	
C

	
Inadequate:
· Argument is significantly unclear, inconsistent, or implausible
· No clearly defined thesis
· No weight given to relevant objections from readings
· Much too broad, very little depth


	
D/F

	
Seriously inadequate:
· Very little or no argument made; entirely unclear; completely implausible or contradictory; no serious effort


















Writing and Structure

	
A

	
Excellent:
· Near perfect spelling, grammar, and punctuation; very clear; easy to read; sophisticated but not pretentious
· Clearly organized: strong introduction with clear, specific thesis statement and brief outline of main points of the paper; exposition clearly separated from argument; well-defined paragraphs with good transitions; good summary conclusion
· Proper citations


	
B

	
Competent:
· Fairly clear, fairly good spelling and grammar; may contain a few errors
· Writing may lack sophistication or be overly pretentious
· Introduction contains clear thesis but may lack brief outline of main points of paper
· Paragraphs and different sections of paper are fairly well-defined with some room for improvement
· Citations are present but may need fixing


	
C

	
Inadequate:
· Writing is often unclear or incoherent
· Significant spelling or grammar errors; incomplete sentences; often difficult to read
· Poor introduction; paragraphs and different sections of paper (e.g. exposition, argument) are not well-defined; not well-organized
· Lack of proper citations


	
D/F

	
Seriously inadequate:
· Unreadable; inundated with basic errors; no serious effort



